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PASTORAL CHAT  
My dear readers, 

1. The same old story! 

I am asked, ÒYou Christians, pastors and missionary types, tell me, whatÕs the 
news today? What new thing have you to tell?Ó ÒWell, to tell you the truth, 
itÕs the same old stuff Ð the Gospel. For real new happenings, you have to 
read “The Straits Times.” For example, the other day, the headlines was 
really “exciting”! Right here in Singapore, we had a kidnap! One of our 
“grand old ladies” was taken! For two million dollars. But what an easy 
abduction! 

But, in no time, the Police had nabbed two kidnappers, recovering the $2 
million!  Good for them. So easily, they did their job! 

But Christians, pastors and evangelists have nothing new! Only thing we talk 
about is “Believe the Gospel! Repent!” ThatÕs right, simply because manÕs 
trouble is the same old trouble Ð unbelief! Refusal to accept the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ Ð the same old unbelief! 

LetÕs talk about the Flood Ð the Global Flood, GodÕs judgment for all 
mankind. 

2. The Flood was God’s Doing (Genesis 6-8) 

The flood was GodÕs First Global Judgment. NoahÕs world did not believe it. 
TodayÕs world is no better. The Genesis Record is backed by our LordÕs 
testimony, and those of two apostles, backed by worldwide evidence of a 
supernatural global cataclysmic event such as the Flood was. 

From first to last, we see GodÕs hand and purpose in the Flood. The marks of 
a divine operation are unmistakable. Our study takes us through ten 
fascinating parts; in each we see the supernatural - the hand of God. 

3. The Waters above (Genesis 1:6-10)  

Genesis 1:6-10 is the vital clue that holds the key to the understanding of the 
earth-submerging rain which poured down when “the windows of heaven 
were opened” (Gen7:11). To ignore Genesis 1:6-8 and to dismiss the 
universal extent of NoahÕs Flood is fatal ignorance. TodayÕs atmospheric 
water vapour, completely condensing into rainfall, will raise the sea level by 
no more than a few inches. This is because “the waters above” had come 
down during NoahÕs Flood. 



 

 

To understand the Flood, we must go back to the Creation record of Genesis 
1:7. “And God made the firmament, and divided the waters which were under 
the firmament from the waters which were above the firmament …” 

The original disposition of the primaeval waters was in two parts: the SEAS 
below (verse 10) and the WATERS above (verse 7), separated by a 
FIRMAMENT or ATMOSPHERIC HEAVEN. This sets the stage for the 
cataclysmic deluge of Genesis 7:11-24, covering all the high hills and 
prevailing upon the earth an hundred and fifty days (Gen 7:19, 24).  

The waters above, of unknown volume, suspended in space beyond the 
firmament would have exerted a health-giving and life-preserving effect by 
absorbing and repelling harmful radioactive, ultraviolet, and other cosmic 
particles bombarding the earth from outer space. This would explain the 
pre-diluvian longevity of the early patriarchs (average age 912 years). 

4. God had not caused it to rain (Genesis 2:5-6) 

Genesis 2:5-6 is another key verse to aid us in our understanding of the Flood 
account. We must stop trying to puzzle out the Flood by projecting present 
day climatic conditions backwards to NoahÕs time. This is a fatal mistake. 

The earthÕs physical environment then was quite different from what it is now. 
In fact, it was very different because of the “waters above,” that considerable 
body of water positioned in outer space by the Creator on the second day. 

It formed an “enclosed system,” creating a “greenhouse effect” over all the 
earth, with uniformly mild climatic conditions from equator to poles, and 
absence of precipitation (rain, snow). This fact is vital to the understanding of 
the polar graveyards containing the ancient remains of abundance of animal 
and plant life.  

In that enclosed system (with minimal evaporation), plant life needed no rain, 
but “there went out a mist from the earth, and watered the whole face of the 
ground” (Gen 2:6).  

5. God’s declaration of intent (Genesis 6:5-17)  

The Lord Creator was grievously offended by conduct of man, the creature. 
He “saw that the wickedness of man was great ... and that every imagination 
of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually” (Gen 6:5).  

 



 

 

ManÕs corruption had far exceeded GodÕs limit of tolerance. All flesh had 
corrupted His way, and the earth was filled with violence. This is repeated in 
verses 11-13.  

“I will destroy” or “to destroy” is mentioned three times (Gen 6:7, 13, 17). 
This destruction is universal, and not regional. The Lord leaves us in no 
doubt. “I will destroy man from the face of the earth” (verse 7); “The end of 
all flesh is come before me ... I will destroy them with the earth” (verse 13); 
“I do bring a flood of waters upon the earth, to destroy all flesh ... and 
everything that is in the earth shall die” (verse 17). 

We shall see shortly that GodÕs words were no empty threats! Follow the 
Flood story next week! 

Yours faithfully in the SaviourÕs Service,  
Dr SH Tow, Sr Pastor 
 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS, PRAISE & PETITION��
1. Lunch Fellowship: next Sunday after the Worship Service. Please bring a dish 

to share. All are welcome! 

2. Mothers’ English Bible Study Group: Will meet on Friday the 24th January at 
church from 10-11:45am. Topic: ÒBeing one with your husbandÓ (Discussion & 
Summary) by Sister Sharon. 

3. Thank the Lord for: 

• Keeping us safe and protecting our homes during the extreme hot weather 
last week.  

• A blessed Seniors Fellowship yesterday. 

4. Pray for: 

• Those who will be travelling during the next 2 weeks to celebrate Chinese 
New Year with their families overseas to have journey mercies.  

• Continual protection and health of the elderly brethren, the young and those 
who are sick and unwell during the extreme hot weather. 

• The Session members and Preacher 

• Security in and around the church. 



   

  

Service Duty (19/1) Combined (26/1) Combined - 
Fellowship Lunch 

Speaker Pr Joseph Poon/Andy Yu Pr Joseph Poon/Yew Jinn Chieng 

Worship Leader�� Dn Michael Lee/Kong Vui Yip Elder James Wong/Joel Wong 

Prep Hymns Kenny Tan Jason Tey��

Musician Winnie Lim Ruth Wong��

Welcomers Barry & Juanita Palm, Bernie Clarke Terry & Lydia Chong, Lily Liow  

Offering Stewards 
¶ To Help Count Offering��

¶ Barry Palm, ¶ Eugene Leong, 
Eddie Ho, Kenny Tan, Alex Luu 

¶ Terry Chong, ¶ Jason Tey, 
Caleb Cheng, Edward Ee,  
Mark Heath 

Ushers Grace Cheo, Audrey Liow Caleb Cheng, Rowena Cheng 

P.A. System Albert Ho Joel Wong 

Kitchen Duties Lilian Yong, Julia Sun, Edward Ee, 
Lily Liow , Mew Yung Tsing 

Lee Fung Fong, Andy Ho, 
Barry Palm, Christine Chia, 
Margaret Ng 

JSS Singspiration Valerie Wan/Caleb Cheng Karen Ee/Kenny Chia 

Toddler Class Assistant An Ning/Lydia Karen/Kai Yii 

Van Drivers Eugene (M) Shie Tian, Caleb (C) 
Edward, Terry (U) 

Eugene (M) Shie Tian, Caleb (C) 
Edward, Terry (U) 

Old Folks’ Home Ministry��
Subiaco Yew Jinn Chieng (Karen Ee) Robert Wong (Karen Ee) 

South Perth Hall A: Dn Adrian Cheng��
Hall B: Elder James Wong 

Hall A: Mark Heath��
Hall B: Barry Palm 

Bayswater Kenny Tan Caleb Cheng��

APPOINTMENTS OF THE WEEK  
Tuesday      21/1 7:30pm Prayer Meeting: Pr Joseph Poon, Elder James Wong, Ruth Wong 
Wednesday    22/1 7:30pm FEBC: Joshua, Judges and Ruth 

Friday        24/1 
10:00am Mothers’ English Bible Study Group 
7:30pm Fellowship Meetings: Regen/Youth 180¡/CYAF/CYPG��

Sunday       26/1 

8:30am Pre-Service Prayer Meeting 

9:00am English & Mandarin Sunday School/ 
English & Mandarin Basic Bible Knowledge Class 

10:00am Combined Sunday Worship Service 
12:15pm Church Van Depart 

2:00pm Concorde (Nursing Home) Ð 25 Anstey Street, South Perth 
Onslow Gardens (Nursing Home) Ð 39 Hamersley Road, Subiaco 

3:30pm Ben Ritcher Lodge (Nursing Home) Ð 480 Guildford Road, Bayswater 

ATTENDANCE & OFFERINGS (12/1) 
Attendance: 180 (Combined-156; JSS-24); Prayer Meeting: 52��
Offerings in Total: $5455.65 
General Fund: $5455.65 (#3749-Library-$50; #3750-Camp Fee-$130; #3751-$1000) 
Mission Fund: (10% of General Fund is set aside for missions) 

SHORTER CATECHISM: What do the scriptures principally teach? The 
Scriptures principally teach what man is to believe concerning God, and 
what duty God requires of man. (2 Tim 1:13, 3:16)  


